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Note to Journalists: For immediate release

Sheep Checkoff seeks candidates for Board
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — The Indiana Sheep and Wool Market Development Program (Indiana S&W) is seeking candidates for three district seats in 2026. The checkoff board, which is composed of representatives from nine county-determined districts, will hold elections for seats in districts three, six and nine in 2026:
* District 3 includes Miami, Wabash, Whitley, Allen, Huntington, Wells and Adams counties.
* District 6 includes Blackford, Jay, Delaware, Randolph, Henry, Wayne, Rush, Fayette and Union counties.
* District 9 includes Perry, Orange, Lawrence, Washington, Jackson, Harrison, Floyd, Clark, Scott, Jefferson, Jennings, Ohio, Switzerland, Ripley, Dearborn, Franklin, Crawford, Brown, Bartholomew and Decatur counties.
Anyone with questions or interest in learning more about the program and the duties of a district seat should contact Council Chair David Trotter at 812-987-5139 or Purdue Program Advisor Meredith Cobb at 765-426-1195.
“The Sheep and Wool Market Development Program in Indiana impacts all sheep producers across the entire state,” Trotter said. “By having each geographic region of the state represented on the Board, we learn about issues as well as ideas for markets and promotion that are specific to an area. Learning from others we are able to duplicate a successful program in other areas."
 Indiana S&W asks that producers and other industry-related individuals continue to submit funding requests for projects involving the promotion of or research about the Indiana Sheep Industry. More information can be found at https://indianasheep.com/checkoff.php.
[bookmark: _Hlk138606602]In recent years, the Indiana Sheep and Wool Market Development Program has funded projects such as the Indiana Sheep Association (ISA) shearing school, Greencastle-ISA Wool Sale, lamb samples for the Indiana State Fair through the Taste From Indiana Farms event, educational materials for county fairs and informational workshops on sheep production and topics. 
IN S&W Background: The Indiana Sheep and Wool Market Development Program was created to support educational, promotional and research efforts involving sheep in Indiana. Funds for the council are collected from the sale of all sheep in Indiana - 0.5% of the net market price of each sheep sold. All funds collected by stockyards, sale managers, producers and others should be sent to the council’s business office at Purdue. More information is on the program’s website is https://indianasheep.com/checkoff.php.  
ISA Background: ISA is one of the oldest livestock organizations in Indiana. It was originally founded as the Indiana Wool Growers Association in 1876 to encourage local shepherds to come together to share ideas and expertise, to promote lamb and wool in the state, and to educate our communities about the value of sheep and the sheep industry.

Writer: Emma O’Brien, executive@indianasheep.com
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